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Hello tuhimps one and all. This is the last issue 
for second term and its emphasis seems to be 
on housing and the lack of it in Canberra. It's 
a bit ragtag I'm afraid, mainly due to a very 
hectic Bush Week and the Budget rally. There 
is no music page as the Amazing Athol is 
suffering from broccoli poisoning and Andrew 
Maher's article cannot be found. (We're 
terribly sorry Andrew, have you got another 
copyl) There are lots and lots of nice Bush 
Week pics though, and, if you look carefully, 
you might even find another libel suit. See 
Ya' next term you boring heaps of prawn 
excrement. 


20th August to the end of the world 


VOL.31 N0.11 


Tlianks only to 
Chris Keats 
Tim Harris & 
Peta 



Dear Eds. 

J was astounded by Mr Chris 
Hobson and Mr Graeme Russell’s 
public claim that AUS did not have a 
record of support for the PLO. 

In 1974, AUS leaders organised 
a series of pro-PLO resolutions which 
explicitly committed AUS to support 
‘‘armed struggle'’ (read terrorism). 

These resolutions were defeated on 
every Australian campus at the bigg- 
est student meetings since the height 
of the Vietnam war. The A US threat 
to discriminate against Jewish students 
by cutting off cheap student flights to 
Israel was also defeated. 

In 1975 the extreme Left leader- 
ship of AUS organised another series 
of pro-PLO resolutions and an Aust- 
ralia-wide tour of PLO spokesmen, 
which often erupted in violence. 

Mr Bill Hartley, the well-known 
pro-Arab activist and Iraqi press agent, 
was employed at AUS in 1975-76 
despite massive student opposition to 
any further involvement with the PLO.. 

1976 saw the involvement of 
AUS officials in the demonstrations 
against visiting Israeli dignatory Mo^e 
Dayan. 1976 AUS President Tasma 
Ockenden admitted in the PLO Inform- 
ation Bulletin of November 1977, that 
despite a formal no-policy on the Mid- 
dle East, “AUS continued its de facto 
support for the PLO in 1976"! The 
following year, 1977, Ms Ockenden 
was employed as an official of the 
PLO in Beirut, and her successor as 
AUS President, Peter O’Connor, prop- 
osed yet another PLO tour for late 
1977jearly 1978. 

In late 1977, Mr Justice Kaye of 
the Victorian Supreme Court pro- 
scribed payments by the A US to bod- 
ies like the PLO, and this has recently 
prevented any direct financial gifts to 
the PLO. 

In 1979, former AUS Resident 
Neil McLean is the principal broadcast- 
er of the pro-PLO programme Palest- 
ine Speaks on the controversial radio 
station SCR. Former A US editor 
Franz Timmerman currently contributes 
to PLO journals The embattled AUS 
leadership, despite the threat of a mass- 
ive revolt by A US members led by 

centerist student leaders like Peter 
Costello of Monash and Paul Brereton 
of Sydney University, still maintains 
informal contact with the PLO and 
proposed that yet more PLO speakers 
be brought to Australian campuses in 
1979. Fortunately, Justice Kaye’s 
decision brought into question the leg- 
ality of such a tour, and AUS lacked the 
finances to support another divisive, 
violent campus Middle East debate. 

Such a record speaks for itself 
AUS’ involvement past and present 
with the terrorist PLO has caused 
many students to doubt the merits of 
their extremist-led national student un- 
ion. The desicription of the AUS as 
extremist-led stands on that organisat- 
ion’s own sordid record. 

Philip Chester, 

President, AUJS. 


Dear Eds, 

I was very pleased to read the 
article in the last Woroni concerning 
bands in the Union. As a frequent 
user of the Union Bar I am extremely 
tired of being forced to listen to 
music I have no desire to hear, and 
which is too loud to ignore. I have 
no objection to the Union spending 
money on bands if that is what our 
members want. But surely it is not 
much to ask for the Union to suppfy 
a place for those who just want to 
drink and engage in quiet conversation. 

Martin Ross. 

The Eds., 

Last Saturday night was a good 
example of the situation that a lot 
of union members have been getting 
upset about. Beer was being served 
in plastic cups, queues at the bar 
were so long that it was taking as 
long to buy a drink as it was to con- 
surhe it, the music could be heard in 
every part of the building, and-, unless 
you came early you either had to 
sit on the floor or stand up because 
all the chairs were being used. 

And who were these people 
who were sitting in all the chairs, 
listening to the music and queueing 
at the bar? 25% of them were 
members and 75% were not (those 
are the figures given me by the 
blokes on the door and the Activit- 
ies Officer). 

Now the union management 
must be gloating over those figures 
because for every non-member they 
earned themselves $2, which is great 
for balancing their books which is 
all they seem interested in doing. 

The point is however that 
while the Union is offering the cit- 
izens of Canberra a cheap night out 
it is denying most of its own mem- 
bers any form of entertainment. 

A lot of us would like to have 
a few drinks, and be able to conduct 
a conversation in a quiet and uncrowd- 
ded atmosphere, an innocent enough 
way to spend an evening but one 
which the Union seems to have an 
aversion to. Last week I was told by 
the Activities Officer that this act- 
ivity could be carried out on the 
Bridge. A rather fallacious suggest- 
ion when one considers the piano, 

T. V. and the noise from the band 
which finds its way through the 
door and obliterates both the latter 
as well as the conversation. 

I am not opposing the Union 
providing Rock music for its mem- 
bers. If a small,, but sufficient 
group of them (a few hundred) want 
this kind of service they are entitled 
to it. I also recognise that the per- 
centage of non-members who want 
to listen to the bands isn't always 
as high as it was on Saturday. 

But surely the rest of us lutve 
a right to some peace and quiet. So 
why not put the bands downstairs 
in the Refectory. When other funct- 
ions are being held in the refectory 
and this can’t be done, surely it is 


reasonable to leave Knotholes bar 
open ALL NIGHT (Saturday included) 
and charge the same prices as are 
.charged in the other bar. 

Malcolm Jackson. 

Dear Eds, 

At the S.A. Meeting of 8 August, a 
motion was passed condemning the 
use of defamation suits and threats, 
thereof for the restriction of “the free 
dissemination of information and edit- 
oral comment”. This was moved in 
answer to Michael Yabsley’s lawyer’s 
(successful) demand for an apology and 
retraction on pain of legal suit. I asked 
that my dissent from this motion be 
noted on grounds which 1 should like 
to make clear. 

Firstly with regard to the Yabsley 
case in particular: why, if Woroni was 
definitely printing the truth, did the 
editors not merely substantiate their 
claims? If Yabsley then sued, he could 
be ruined. Did they, in fact, check the 
reliability of the very serious charges 
(corruption, subversion, etc.) they 
made or do they just print what they 
like when they like about whom they 
dislike. Editor Livmgstone claimed 
that they had the right to print the 
truth. Hear, hear! But ... IS the 
article true then 

(1) The article was false and 
should have been withdrawn by any 
responsible editor, no matter in what 
manner the retraction request was 
made; AND 

(2) the motion before the S.A. 
based on a call for freedom of truth, 
was hypocritcal and morally disgust- 
ing. 

So, O editors, you are liars, 
hypocrites or maybe both. Where 
are the principles of yesternight? 

Mr Yabsley, however, is not 
the reason for which I recorded diss- 
ent. His actions I find to be ludi- 
crous and contemptible, although 
within his rights I would have 
merley abstained from voting had 
the motion condemned him alone. 

However, that was not the eff- 
ect of the motion as proposed ( and 
regrettably, passed). The motion con- 
demns anyone who brings suit agdinst 
anybody regardless of how damaging 
it may be to the person, how true 
the item is and, worst of all, regard- 
less of the defamed person’s moral and 
legal rights. If Mr Livingstone is so 
concerned with truth, why does his 
motion include the words “editorial 
comment”? Because otherwise Yabs- 
ley would escape condemnation, of 
course. But is Mr Livingstone’s ego 
of such proportions that he will claim 
that all that he and his co-editors 
write and print are true. Let s/he 
who says yes explain the truth of 
both the article and the retraction. 

This motion infringes upon the 
rights of alL Were I to now use S.A. 
material (remember, the motion also 
protects all pufarive defamers and 
ALL informations disseminated and 
ALL editorial comment) to print 


viciously defamatory suggestions about 
embezzlement of student funds by 
S.A. officers or allegations of rape of 
minors by some poor innocent person 
then should any such person take 
legal recourse, S/HE, the victim, aut- 
omatically becomes the object of auto- 
matic condemnation! (Remind you 
of anyone's T.EA.S. policy) 

The above are the reasons I Imd 
my dissent on this matter, but I would 
like to clarify a few points to avoid any 
confusion about my position. 

(1) 1 condemn Yabsley’s revolt- 
ingly racist letter. It is a per se a 
more effective damning of the man 
than the allegations which were re- 
tracted. 

(2) In no way do I defend Yab- 
sley’s action. He himself should 
have written, without threats, ask- 
ing for a retraction first. I do defend 
his and everybody’s RIGHT to seek 
apologies and/or recompense for 
irresponsible libel and defamation. 

(3) In no way am I, or have I 
ever been, connected with the Liberal 
Society, Liberal Party or with Mr 
Yabsley. I dissociate myself from 
the childish displays of any members 
of the Society during this motion ’s 
passage and at all other times. 

(4) / wholeheartedly support 
the editor’s right to print the truth 
as Mr Livingstone demanded — but 
if it’s truth he wants to print then 
as editor HE has a responsibility to 
determine that what he prints IS 
true. 

(5) f totally, reject the argu- 
ments that legal suits are nobody’s 
right because 

(a) some cannot afford it, 
therefore none should have 
it. (Do the proponents of 
this hold the same thing 
about food?) 

(b) “The law is corrupt” 
(apparently axiomatic) there- 
fore its use is contempible 
and so should be condemned 

(Do these people use or assoc- 
iate with the S.A. ?) 

Finally I would welcome any 
comment upon this letter. 

Yours sinderely. 

Bob Quiggin. 
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The University Accommodation Office could 
be about to take a student tenant to court 
for non-payment of rent on an empty room 
in his house. If it happens it will be the first 
ever court action brought against a student by- 
the Accommodation Office and, as such, a test 
case in many ways. The S.A., Woroni and the 
University (no doubt) will be watching the 
procedure with keen interest. 


}r\ °0 
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A certain 2/3 level History lecturer told his 
students that his tutes would be held, as normal, 
on Bush Friday. Students were told to come or 
else incur the lecturer's displeasure. These 
people were so intimidated that they would not 
tell us this deadshit's name. Perhaps this person 
should be teaching 'Blackmail A01' instead. 


NEW CHAIR AND DEPUTY CHAIR 

At the meeting of the A.N.U. Board of Man- 
agement held on 15th August 1979, Ian Nolan 
was elected chair and Paul Robilliard Deputy 
chair. 

NOMINATIONS FOR POSITIONS ON UNION 
COMMITTEES 

Nominations are called for the following positions 
on Committees of the Union: 

Discipline Committee: 4 positions 

Appeals Board: 1 position 

Constitutional Review Com: 1 position 

Debates Committee: 

NOTE: Members of the Discipline Committee 

and Appeals Board may not be members of the 
Board, any other Union Committee or employed 
by the Union in any capacity whatsoever. 



The new Union Board poses for photographers. 


Applications should be made in writing, stating 
membership number, supported by a nominator 
and seconder from amongst the Union's member- 
ship and may include a brief resume of past ex- 
perience. Application forms are available from 
the Union Office and should reach the Executive 
Officer by 12.30pm Monday 17th September 
1979. V ^ 

Ian Nolan 

Chair, Union Board 
of Management. 


DECLARATION 



The Chairperson is elecieo 


ELECTION OF TEN MEMBERS 


OF THE UNION BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 


As only ten valid nominations have been accepted, I 
hereby declare each of the following duly nominated 
persons elected" as a Member of the Union Board of 
Management : 

Mr A.J.C. ANDERSON 
Mr Michael Russell BARTOS 
Mr Stephen A. BARTOS 
Ms Cathryn Anne CAHILL 
Ms Joanne COLLINGS 
Mr Ian NOLAN 
Mr Paul ROBILLIARD 
Ms Louise TARRANT 
Mr Ashley TAYLOR 
Mr. Steven WRIGHT 


L'.A.J. SUTHERLAND 
Returning Officer. 
26 July 1979- 


The Guardian recently reported that Indian 
universities are facing a national problem wi^ 
cheating in examinations. Many Indian students 
now claim cheating as their birthright. At the 
University of Meerut (about 100 miles from 
New Delhi) the problem reached such a mass- 
ive scale last year that the government has 
cracked down this year. Enraged students 
rioted in the town when armed police were 
deployed in examination halls to help invigil- 
ators. Two students were .killed and 40 people 
injured, including 30 policemen. The present 
troubles are a sequel to examinations in Feb- 
ruary when large scale cheating caused the 
exams to be declared invalid. 

At that time Invigilators were threatened 
with knives and daggers while students copied 
from books and notes. Others took their quest- 
ion papers and answer books to nearby houses 
and restaurants where obliging friends were 
ready with answers. Outside one examination 
hall answers to questions were read out over 
the public address system at dictation speed. 
[Not surprisingly most Indian university de- • 
grees are now not worth the paper they are 
printed on.] 


U.S.A: Hydrogen bomb designer and notorious 
hawk Dr Edward Teller has blamed anti-nuclear 
activists for his heart attack earlier this year. 

A Dallas corporation paid for a $24,000 
advertisement in the Wall Street Journal for 
Heller to claim his heart attack from the strain 
of trying to combat anti-nuclear "propaganda" 
put out by Jane Fonda, Ralph Nader and other 
nuclear opponents during the Washington mobil- 
isation last May. 

From Tribune. 


COMMUNICATION AND STUDY SKILLS UNIT 
CHANGE OF OFFICE HOURS 

During second semester 1979 the CCSU will be 
open until 7 pm on Mondays and will close at 
3 pm on Fridays. Normal office hours (9am — 

5 pm) will be kept on other days. 

On Monday evenings (5-7 pm) mature age and 
part-time students who cannot attend the Unit 
during normal office hours have first call on 
adviser's time. John Clanchy and Brigid Ballard 
(general study methods, essay writing) and John 
Taffe (Mathematical and Statistical methods) 
will all be available during these two hours. Call 
at the Unit (ground floor, Chancelry Annex) or 
ring for an appointment (49) 2972. 


NOTICE OF MEETING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MEETING- . • 

OF THE A.N.U. STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION WILL 
BE HELD IN THE BISTRO OF THE A.N.U. UNION 
(ground floor, enter via Sullivan's Creek entrance) 

AT 8.00 p.m. .on WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22ND. 

Woroni Vol.31 No. 11 Page 3 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page1 5271683 




I 


the People Without Homes Affair 


Beneath Canberra's glossy veneer of public service 
opulence is the same stench of injustice and social 
'inequality that prevaik in the rest of Australia. The 
accommodation shortage in the A.C.T. has always 
been an issue that those in power have tried to ignore, 
but recently one group of people have been actively 
campaigning to force the Department of Capital Terr- 
itory to adequately cater for the needs of the people. 

The number of homeless or inadequately housed 
people in Canberra is high, and steadily increasing 
largely due to the unemployment situation. There 
are 3-4,000 registered unemployed (plus an estimat- 
ed 2-3,000 uiuegistered) people in Canberra, between 
the ages of 16 and 2S years, it is estimated by Job- 
less Action that five to six hundred of these people 
are in urgent need due to being inadequately housed, 
and that up to half of Canberra’s unemployed would 
benefit if they were able to obtain group housing. 
Furthermore, of the 2,000 single parents receiving 
supporting benefits Jobless Action estimates tliat be- 
tween 1 /3 and '/r of these would be keen to live in 
shared houses, and tliat about 200 of these people 
would be urgent need of adequate housing. 

People Without Homes (PWH) which formed in 
April is primarily concerned with obtaining the poss- 
ibility of group housing at low rental for all those 
who need it. In general, however, PWH is concerned 
with ensuring that there is adequate housing for all. 

Many people of low income would prefer to 
live in group houses but are unable to obtain them 
at a rent they can afford. Students who have looked 
for accommodation in the private sector will be well 
aware bf the high rentals there — one can expect to 
pay S20-S25 per week for each person. For a person 
on the dole or on full TEAS this sum b 50% of their 
income. This situation is obviously ludicrous when it 
is compared with the government sector which fixes 
rent at 20% of income for iow income earners’. (i.e. 
less than SI 20.30 per week). 

Unfortunately however, the government sector 
does not cater for group housing — houses arc only 
rented to families, single people are shoved into bed- 
sitters or hostels. And nor is the private sector large 
enough to cater for the needs of all groups seeking 
such accommodation. 

A single person is thus left with bedsitters — 
self contained units consisting of one main room 
supplied with a stove, the toilet and shower being 
in a small enclosed area. There is no furniture, floor 
coverings or fridge provided. The major problem 
with such dwellings is that they often cause the 
tenants who live in them to be isolated and lonely. 
This isolation is due to the fact that there are no 
community cooking places, shared lounge rooms 
or games rooms, the places where people do most 
of their socializing. Thus, the chances of meeting 
compatible people is low. Such a situation often leads 
to depression, despair, nervous breakdown, drug abuse 
and suicide. There have been a number of suicides al- 
ready at Bemie Court, a bedsitter complex opened 
four years ago. 

Hostel accommodation is in many ways similar 
to bedsitters and prone to the same disadvantages. 

The majority of people living at Ainslie Hostel are 
now alcoholics. There are no lights or footpaths at 
Ainslie Hostel; the high expense of supplying these 
and generally renovating the building has caused the 
Canberra Committee for Low Cost Housing to re- 
commend that the complex be removed and replaced 
with more habitable dwellings. The Department of 
Capital Territory (DCT) has refused to act about the 
situation. 

. Such conditions as these are not only detriment- 
al to the individual tenants involved, but also to soc- 
iety as a whole. It is known that psychological instab- 
ilities due to severe depression and isolation are often 
expressed as crime. The chances of a woman being 
raped in such a lonely area as Ainslie Hostel is high. 

The alternative for homeless people is to sleep 
in parks or under bridges, and in friends’ lounge- 
rooms each night. One PWH member has lived in 
39 different places since coming to Canberra 16 mon- 
ths ago, including parks, flats, friends’ houses and, due 
to squatting , Belconnen Remand Centre. At one stage 
this person was forced to live in a flat for which she 
paid $38 per week, leaving just $13.45 left over from 
the dole to exist on. Because the owner of this fiat 
regarded this tenant as an insignificant dole-biudger, 
hot water was not available for tluee of the eight 
weeks of residence,despite repeated complaints. 

The social advantages of group housing are ob- 
vious, and have been recognized by the private sector 
including the University housing scheme for some 
tiine. Group housing allows for mutual support and 
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caring between the members as well as reduced indiv- 
idual expenditure on necessary material items, as 
these items can be shared. Such support is espec- 
ially necessary for an unemployed person suffering 
the frustration at being unable to find a job. Until 
the activities of PWH, however, the DCT had not 
even considered the concept of group housing. For 
an institution supposed to serve the community to 
be so out of touch with that community’s needs is 
just another manifestation of the bureaucratically 
bound bullshit that this society perpetrates. 

Given the above situation, PWH lias had no alter- 
native but to undertake direct and forceful actions, 
primarily involving squatting in the many - vacant 
government houses. 

Since the Labor government was tlirown out of 
office in 1975 the number of vacant government 
dwellings has increased to ridiculous proportions. 

For the quarter up to in 1976 there were 102 vacant 
government dwellings; 1 46 vacant for the same 
quarter in 1977; 498 in 1978, and 390 vacant this 
year. Of the present 390 vacant dwellings 230 are 
houses, the rest being flats. For the quarter up to Jan- 
uary of this year there. were 540 vacant dwellings. 
Furthermore, 60 of the 624 dwellings controlled by, 
the Department of Devence were vacant in early 
May. 

hi the private sector the number of houses that 
have been vacant for a period of one year is in the 
region of several hundred. Many houses have been 
vacant for longer periods than this — one house in 
Mugga Way has been vacant for 13 years. For a pri- 
vate owner to leave a house vacant for over one year 


on a co-operative basis.. This action was preceded by 
8 months of useless negotiations. 

3. In 1977, A.N.U. students went on a partial 
rent strike which subsequently defeated moves to in- 
crease their rents. Forestry workers in the same 
year whose rent was to be increased by 800% under- 
took similar action and limited the increase to only 
100%. These actions were preceded by about three 
months of negotiations. 

4. At present numbers of government tenants 
who are either unable or unwilling to pay the govern- 
ment’s high rents are on a partial rent strike which 
has already brought about a reduction of rents in 
some government units. This action was preceded by 
2V5 years of negotiations and petitions. 

For society to expect homeless people to sleep 
on park benches and undertake continual migration 
tluough friends’ loungerooms for a couple of years 
while DCT officials bloat themselves on coffee and 
biscuits in tliier interminable meetings is not accept- 
able. 

Thus, Canberra’s homeless have taken to squatt- 
ing for two main reasons — to provide a home' and to 
produce publicity. To date we have occupied six 
houses and have been evicted from five of them. At 
present, some of us are living at 36 Cowper Street, 
Ainslie, and have been for the past six weeks. Wc 
have been arrested on a total of nineteen charges of 
'trespass without reasonable cause’ and are contesting 
these charges in court on the grounds that we have 
acted reasonably. Two of us have spent sbe days iii 
Belconnen Remand Centre because we cannot accept 
conditions on our bail that prevent us from re-enter- 
. ing our homes until the court case has been resolved. 



is a direct breach of the ‘residential leases law’ under 
the City Area Leases Ordinance. The penalty for this 
breach is repossession of the house by the government. 
The DCT has been informed of the situation both by 
PWH and the Canberra Committee for Low Cost Acc- 
ommodation, yet they have refused to prosecute. This 
action of prosecuting poor homeless, yet ignoring the 
wealthy, is blatant prejudice by the DCT. 

Some people have naively claimed that PWH 
should employ establishment methods of negotiations 
rather than direct actions such as squatting to achieve 
our ends. A short history of the effectiveness of negot- 
itation methods as opposed to direct actions will show 
this opinion to be more bureaucratic bullshit. 

1. In 1974 an urgent need for low cost accom- 
modation resulted in large numbers of people occupy- 
ing Reid Mouse. As a result one block of Reid- House 
was renovated ana is now available at low rates. This 
action was preceded by two years of useless and ineff- 
ective negotiations. 

2. Similar action in 1977 with req>ect to Barton 
House, which now operates as low cost accommodation 


We have obtained wide community support for 
our actions — each night at the houses at which we 
were arrested we had up to 30 people sleeping with 
us in support. Thus the DCT always deigns to evict 
us during the day when there are few people actually 
present to defend our rights. On one occasion the 
police swooped down and arrested one person, and 
then left immediately so that they would not be 
forced to arrest the ten people on their way ‘home’ 
in support. 

On a different scale three Labor parliamentar- 
ians, Mr Uren, Mr Fry and Mr Innes, have issued 
statements supporting our actions, Mr Haslem, the 
member for Canberra has given verbal support to 
the principle of group housing (although he refused 
to put it in writing), as have the A.C.T. Council 
of Social Services; Peter Hughes, a former presid- 
ent of the A.C.T. Branch of the Liberal Party 
supports our actions; three branches of the A.L.P. 
including Capitol Hill and Canberra South support 
us. Other groups in support include Low Cost Accom- 
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DRAmVH — WHO CARES 


On Tuesday, in the Haydon-Allen Tank, (for all 
those who didn't go) there was a very interesting 
discussion on the pros and cons for uranium 
mining. It was a pity that only about 30 people 
showed up. 

Dr Brian Martin spoke against uranium min- 
ting. He has been.- with the Movement Against 
Uranium Mining for three years. Brian is an 
Applied Mathematician and has no vested interest 
in the anti-uranium movement. Mick Game, the 
assistant director of the Australian Mining Indust- 
ries Council, spoke in favour of mining. Mick is 
also an economist. 

Brian spoke first of all about the dangers of 
the use of uranium such as radioactivity, disposal 
of waste, the infringement on civil liberties, the 
increase in amount and efficiency of arms, and 
the possibility of nuclear arms falling into the 
hands of terrorists. 

Concerning the disposal of waste, Brian 
also pointed out that it was well known that low 
level wastes are buried. The point is, however, 
that some quantities of high level wastes (pluton- 
ium) are buried along with the low level wastes 
because plutonium is exceedingly hard to ext- 
ract from the other wastes. 

Opposers to uranium mining also feel that 
uranium is not the solution for the lack of liquid 
fuels. Instead we should be concentrating on 
energy conservation measures such as smaller 
vehicles, the production of appliances that last 
and which use little power. Also, houses could 
be built which need little energy to be heajed 
etc. and coal and other fossil fuels could be used 
in industrial areas to bridge the gap until alter- 
native energy supplies have been developed. 

The only benefit Brian could see in Uranium 
Mining seems to be PROFIT, which isn't really much 
to go on is it? 

Mick Game started off with a wonderful 
Hello fellow Workers!! His little talk was much 
more 'meaty' because there was so much in his 
speech that could be picked. 


He started off with the safety factor — app- 
arently, in Australia, there are eight government 
departments which keep an eye on mining — the 
uranium industry has more regulations and restrict- 
ions placed on it than any other industry in the 
world. 


...ANY SIDE EFFECTS... 
BESIDES THATTWITEiH 
IN YOUR LEFT EYE 
SOCKET? 

v/ c\n 


According to Mr Game, the only real haz- 
ard in mining is Radon gas, but this is under 
control now. Mistakes may have been made in 
the past but never mind, (his words). When it 
comes to worker safety, he feels workers will 
choose uranium mining every time. 

As far as environment goes, the man 
states that workers are very conscious about 
environment and again they would choose ur- 
anium mining. Wastes don't amount to much 


physically and can be contained in small areas. 

Safety again; Harrisburg was a result of 
human blunder but no one died because hu- 
man error was overridden by built-in safety 
measures. Radiation equivalent of 2 x-rays 
escaped. We should note here that this mea- 
surement was the quote of U.S. government 
officials. Mr Game neglected to say that per- 
haps the government didn't want wanyone 
to panic — it's only a suggestion. 

As far as weapons go, Mr Game feels 
the mining of Australian uranium isn't re- 
levant if people want weapons they'll 

pay anything for them. Australian uranium 
won't have any impact on the rest of the 
world. 

Economically speaking, Mr Game feels 
that to ban uranium mining is to cripple 
power development. Note that there is no 
mention of alternative energy supplies. • 

Mr Game's little joke of the day — You 
can run cars on uranium — sell uranium to 
buy oil!!! What happens when the oil runs 
out? (who cares). 

One of the listeners brought up the 
point that there is a lack of funds into the 
research of solar energy. The answer: if the 
government thought it was worthwhile, it 
would give more funds to research. BUT how 
can anyone know the advantages and worth 
of alternative forms of energy if money isn't 
put into research? There's a big ball of heat 
out there just waiting to be used. 

Mr Game came up with a very 'signific- 
ant' remark people who are against ur- 

anium mining are pro South African government 
and pro Canadian government. (I'm still guessing). 

Basically the whole show was quite int- 
eresting even though the attendance was poor. 
Mr Game (no doubt sincere) provided quite 
a few laughts or grimaces (depending on 
the various senses of humour) and Dr Martin, 

• we thank you for your levelheadedness. 



modation, Jobless Action, Unemployed Workers’ 

Union, Trades and Labour Council, Barton Co-operat- 
ive, Students’ Association also support us. 

With such obvious community support why has 
the DCT continually shirked its responsibilities by 
ignorii^ our submissions and harrassed us by contin- 
ually arresting us? The answer is that apart from be- 
ing bureaucratically constipated they are in fact sub- 
ject to the long arm of Malcolm Fraser and his merry 
mates, who are intent on causing the greatest flow of 
money possible to their own coffers at the expense of 
the underprivileged. 

And not only have we been harassed by the 
threat of arrest, but on one occasion the police confis- 
cated all our belongings and refused to return them 
out of office hours, even though they had returned 
belongings on similar occasions previously. The 
particular inspector involved insulted us, shouted at 
us and had us pushed unceremoniously out the foyer 
door. Such harassment as this caused a number of 
people initially involved with PWH to drop out (as 
was the intention). 

Eventually however the Minster for the Capital 
Territory, Mr EUicott, has offered a rather inadequate 
‘experimental’ group housing scheme. This acknowl- 
edgement of the validity of our claims included the 
statement by the Minster that we were ‘acting in the 
community’s interests’. (Almost in th^ same breath, 
however, he told one unemployed 22 year old that he 
should go home to' his parents because' 'that’s where 
your home is’.) 

The scheme involves sbe three bedroom houses 
for groups of four to sbt people of low income for a 
trial period of six months. Five of the houses arc Iocs 
ated in Narrabundah and one in Ainslie. (EUicott al- 
most certainly intends to give us the notorious Narra- 
bundah prefabs that aU other groups have rejected as 
substandard). The houses are only open to unemployed 
people — if some of these people find a job such that 
the majority of the group are employed, the lease will 
be terminated. Group housing, however, surely is not 


something that only unemployed need. 

Furthermore, all applications for housing by 
people involved in court cases will be deferred until 
after the hearings. Also, every person obtaining a 
group house must give-an undertaking never to 
iUegally occupy a government house (PWH believe 
that we have not acted illegally and are prepared to 
go to gaol over the matter). Such a condition is sim- 
ilar to removing a trade union’s right to strike. 

The Minister has not stated details of the tent. 
PWH claims that the rent should be no more than 
IS% of income in accordance with the last parlia- 
mentary enquiry into housing (1945). (DCT pre- 
sently charges 20%). Since 1945 there has been a 
‘revolution’ in cutting down building costs due to 
inaeased technology, and standardisation and 
simplification of design. The only reason that 
building costs are high is that the government main- 
tains high interest rates and land prices. 

The actions taken by PWH have been financed 
and undertaken principally unemployed people — 
the people who are among those most affected by 
the Fraser Goveriunent’s policies. Only two 
students have been involved which says little 
for the image of ‘radical’ political awareness that 
students are supposed to represent. The shortage 
of housing is, however, an issue that directly affects 
all people, yet it has been the ‘bludging’ unemployed 
that have shouldered the burden. 

The DCT will continue to ignore the needs of 
the people and discriminate between the wealthy 
and the poor. It is their gross inefficiency that 
caused one million dollars to be lost in potential 
rental loss due to vacant dwellings during 1978, 
compared with only $160,000 during 1976. WhUe 
the government and the DCT continue to follow 
discriminatory policies PWH and other groups will 
continue to oppose them with the same 'forcefulness 
we have used to date. 

Ron Levy 

People Without Homes 


N.B. Since this article was written, the squatters’ 
case has been heard by the court. The prosecut- 
or’s case was proven but the Judge said due to the 
honesty and sincerity of those charged, no con- 
viction would be recorded. 


assertSi 

workshop 

The last assertion workshop for 1979 will be 
held in the Counselling Unit's Group Room 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm on Thursday and 
Friday, September 6 and 7. It will be ted by 
Leila Bailey and Geoff Mortimor. 

Assertive skills assist in diminishing both 
aggression and passivity in personal, family 
and academic situations. Confidence increases 
as the individual expresses himself more 
directly and honestly, and without fear 
or embarrassment. 

If you wish to ask further questions or 
to register for this workshop, call Leila 
on 49 2442 or Geoff on 49 3661. There 
is a registration fee of $1.00. 

Closing date; August 24. 
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NEWS FROM 
GARRICK 

Federal Education Minister Senator J. L Garrick 
visited Mitchell College at Bathrust, NSW on Satur- 
day, July 15 this year. While he was there he was 
interviewed by Ian Cole, Secretaiy of the Mitchell 
SRC. Here is a transcript of the interview sent to 
A US. 

Let's start off with a bit of talk about the proposed 
Loans Schemes that you have been talking about over the 
last few years. Could you tell us whether the Government 
is presently considering the introduction of a students' 
loans scheme, and if so will this scheme supplement or re- 
place the existing TEAS scheme? 

CARRICK: Well, the Government's policy as stated is 
that it will investigate students' loans schemes as a supple- 
ment to and not a replacement of existing schemes. So in 
the course of that we set up an inquiry, which I think re- 
ported last year. That inquiry in fact reached two conclu- 
sions: one level of loans to be the emergency kind of loans 
_arid another, a more widened one. The emergency loans 
had been in any case implemented in a number of institu- 
tions, we call it "maundy money". As a matter of fact, 
that is the availability of small loans to Principals of Colleges 
or of Universities to help people in a crisis and there is in the 
system at this .moment a considerable amount of money in 
that, and one option for the future might be to vviden it. 

The other was that we might investigate procedures through 
commercial lending institutions whereby the institutions 
might provide loans which have been approved by the aca- 
demic institutions and guaranteed by the Government. 

Now, we have not proceeded beyond that at this moment, 
but I stress to you that there is no intention that the 
TEAS concept should be threatened. 

What if a loans scheme was to be introduced? Would 
that mean that the TEAS payments would stay at the 
present levels? 

CARRICK: Look, that, I think, is not a necessary con- 
clusion at all. The TEAS scheme is regarded as a scheme 
which is the broad method of helping people. About 
100,000 students are under TEAS at this moment and I 
would imagine that they would be helped; any loans 
would be a supplement, but of course so far we haven't 
made any commitments to any loans schemes so the 
TEAS scheme remains the basis. 

If there is need for a suppiement, don't you see that 
could mean that the TEAS levels are too 'low and they 
should be raised? 

CARRICK; Oh, look, the question of the size of the 
TEAS allowance is one that has two levels to it. TEAS, 
both in the concept of Labor and Liberal Governments 
arxl in the terms of the Williams Inquiry on TEAS, is not 
meant to be a full support for a student, it's meant to be 
a supplement, and in the case of students — whether at 
home or forced to live away from home — it's a supple- 
ment to the family. You have got to remember that 
Williams' Committee said that nothing can replace the 
concept that the family should, if it can, help to maintain 
the students. So that you must not look at this as some 
kind of an unemployment benefit or something like that. 

It's a supplement; one hopes that in ordinary times the 
students might be able to get a little part-time work. 

What about independent students? They are not de- 
pendent on their parents. Don't you think the TEAS pay- 
ments should be at least at the level of unemployment 
benefits for the irxlependent students? 

CA'RRICK: Well, let me make it clear to you. I wouldn't 
relate it to an unemployment benefit or anything of that 
nature. I'd relate it to the concept of a student benefit. 

You as a student might find some kind of supplement now. 
That might be difficult in a pastoral area such as this. 

"One hopes that in ordinary times the 
students might be able to get a little 
part-time work," 

Is the level of TEAS to be raised in the coming Budget? 

CARRICK: I can't answer you on any question on any 
subject with regard to the coming Budget. The Budget it- 
self Is put out in one context in mid August. 

Can we expect tertiary allowances to be indexed along 
with other Commonwealth Assistance Schemes in the 
future so that TEAS can be kept up with the rising cost of 
living? 

CARRICK; Well, consistent with what I have said to 
you, I can'^ comment. I say this to you, that when we took 
over government TEAS had not been altered from the June 
1974 price levels and we in fact brought them up and 
beyond the rate of inflation so that we had, in the adjust- 
ments we had made, taken into account inflation and a little 
better. We had not acknowledged indexation and we had 
not established it as a fixed principle, but we had in fact 
acknowledged inflation and its difficulties, and we had made 
such adjustments, specifically to married students. 

The last adjustment of $2.15 to independent allowances 


J’age 6 


iHK munrENS 

INTEBVIISWED 

wasn't exactly keeping up with the cost of living increases. 

CARRICK; Well, I think you will find that if ou took 
the whole situation from 1974 onwards to date that you 
will find that it has. But I've got to say this to you, that 
TEAS now is involvirtg something like in excess of $230 to 
$250 million a year. Now it's an enormous cost and it's a 
cost to the taxpayers and one has to get some kind of per- 
spective on this. How much can the taxpayer bear? Every 
taxpayer has said: "For Lord's sake, index our taxes and 
reduce them,' and indeed we reduced taxes by something 
like $1,200 million. Now'you can't on the one hand reduce 
taxes and on the other hand increase expenditure. The 
fundamental thing that you're talking'about is inflation. 
When we came to office inflation was running on its way to 
20% and rising, and interest rates were going through the 
ceiling. We have more than halved it. 

It's 8% and falling now. We hope' that it will be well 
down to 6 or 5% in the year ahead. It ought to be by the 
end of this year below the American and European rute. 

Now the one thing that we ought to do for you is not be 
talking about increasing allowances but reducing inflation, 
because they are the same thing. As we reduce inflation 
>0 we in fact obviate the need to increase allowances. 

Are you aware that many students are forced to live in 
poverty because of high unemployment; that they can't 
get part-time employment and that they have to live in sub- 
startdard conditions in sub-standard housing because of the 
low level of TEAS and because of the unavailability of 
proper housing in places like Bathurst? 

CARRiCK: I think you've got a series of things. I think 
that in rural institutions like Bathurst you have got speciai 
problems, there's no doubt about that. Special problems 
in terms of housing, special problems in terms of part-time 
jobs. The fact is that of course the rural recession which 
has been on until very recently has been hard on you but 
I'm bound to say to you that there are hopeful signs at this 
moment that the rural economy is coming out of the reces- 
sion. Beef prices are up, wool is not bad, wheat is not bad 
— except for, of course, the fact that the rains may reduce 
the crop. The thing for us to do is to try to get the econo- 
my out of its mess. 



Will the Government consider dropping the means test 
on tertiary allowances so that students can be independent 
of their parents if they wish to be? After all, the Liberal 
Party does espouse a philosophy of maximum freedom and 
independence for each individual, and each student is a 
mature individual. 

CARRICK: Well, let me make this clear to you. The 
Williams Committee said a fundamental thing, and that is 
that it is the responsibility of the parents to maintain their 
student children. Those same parents, you know, will be 
receiving family alloyvances for student children up to 25 
years of age and acknowledge that they have such a re- 
sponsibility. There is no way in which a community could, 
through its tax system, fully accepts the responsibility of 
parents. I'm afraid there just isn't that kind of money. Lei 
me put it to you this way. On the one hand you are saying 
to me that the allowances themselves are not totally ade- 
quate; those allowances apply to 100,000 of the 250,000 
to 260,000 students; they apply to 40% and they cost 
about $250 million. T o apply to all you would have to 
double it at least and to put it up more in terms of money 
. allowances. That kind of money isn't on. 

But there are priorities in Government expenditure. Fo> 
example, the Government just abandoned the resources 
tax on oil and minerals. If that had been taken up that 
would have been of great use to the Government as far as 
capital goes. As well, large tax subsidies are given to large 
corporations. Surely 'it's a matter of priority where you 
spend money; whether you spend it in public areas of 
education, health and welfare, which affects people, or 
whether you give subsidies to large corporations. 

CARRICK: Let's get the situation straight. The great 
bulk of the Budget is spent on what you would call welfare. 
27% on social security and something like 8 to 9% on 
health — much the same on education. The great bulk of 
the Budget goes to these things. Now before we look at 


companies, let's wait for the Budget and see what the 
general pattern of taxation is; then you can judge fully. 
But I just want to say to you that if you look at compa- 
nies . . , let's take this concept of a company, you take 
BHP, for example. It's in everybody's interest that BHP 
should make a profit and healthy profits. BHP gets 46% of 
their profits taxed in company tax. The rest of their profit 
goes to capital to re-employ people; the rest of It goes to 
dividends. I wonder if you know that a basic number of 
people who are shareholders in these co.mpanies represent 
the superannuation and retirement funds of millions of 
Australians, and that the profit of BHP is the retirement 
allowance of millions of Australians. Those few dividend 
holders who get it by way of their individual Incomes, 
we then tax 60 cents in the dollar. Every dollar of profit 
that BHP or Esso or somebody like that makes probably 
carries 85% back into education or welfare and health. 

So don't let's think that profit is a dirty word. Unless 
there is profit there is no tax. The only way the Govern- 
ment can put people to work is for people first of all to go 
to work in corporations. Those corporations pay them 
salaries which we tax. 

"TEAS ... is not meant to be a full 
support for a student, it's meant to be 
a supplement, and in the case of stu-. 
dents — whether at home or forced to 
live away from home — it's a supple- 
ment to the family." 


But vve also have large corporations like, say, Utah who 
repatriate millions in profits to other countries, like 
America. We have those sorts of instances and these com- 
panies get tax concessions. After they have taken our 
minerals, taken our oil, our natural resources. 

CARRICK: Now let's see what tax concession they get. 
First of all, companies like Utah come into this country 
and bring massive capital — hundreds and hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars, they build communities. For instance, if 
you come with me to Dampiec, Hammersley and so on 
you'll find the roads, the bridges, the ports built by the 
companies. But they don't take those homes if they go 
away- if they went away tomorrow. Now let me make 
this clear to you, and anybody who is frightened of big 
companies and what they do. You want to read the story 
of America in the first two decades of this century, wliere 
practically every newspaper was filled with the fact that 
Britain and Germany, by their capital inflow, were going 
to take over America. America grew great by foreign capi- 
tal coming in and developing it. You can't take home the 
basic infrastructure that the capital develops, and if you 
look at every dollar that is earned by Utah and you see 
what it generates i don't think you'd regret it. In any case, 
it's up to us to prove that we're taxing efficiently. 

Can we get on to the possibility of the reintroduction of 
tuition fees for universities and colleges? Is it likely that •• 
your Government will reintroduce tuition fees for tertiary 
education in the future? 

CARRICK: Well, I said to you earlier that nothing on 
any subject can be answered affirmateiy or negatively re- 
garding the Budget. But let me say this to you; we i>ave 
been in government now for three years. Before each of 
the last two budgets all sorts of rumours were raised about 
tuition fees and things of that nature. They didn't occur 
and I ask you to keep that in your mirxj. Secondly, we did 
make a statement in our policy speech last year against 
tuition fees, i simply ask you to judge our performance 
on that. 

"The only way the Government can 
put people to work is for people first 
of all to go to work in corpiorations." 

Well, we will move on to teaclier unemptoy-.'nent, which 
is a State matter as well as a Commor. wealth matter, is 
the Commonwealth Government going to do anything in 
the near future to alleviate the present high level of teachii 
unemployment in Australia? 

CARRICK: Weli, look, our Government lias been oping 
a lot of things in that regard. The Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, through the funding that is given to the States in fwo 
ways, that is through tax sharing which provides five-sixths 
Of the education funds and through the Schools Com.rrnc- 
sion which provides one-sixth, has enabled the States to 
employ progressively a huge number of extra teachers. I. 
said this morning that in six years the total number of 
teachers has gone up by 40,000 in Australia, from 131,000 
to 171,000, It has risen by 31% in six years, while the 
school population has gone up 4.6%. So that the picture 
on teacher employment is of massive increased employment. 
Now what is happening to create unemployment are two 
things, and they have got to be urxJerstood and understood 
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well. They are not arising out of the unwillingness of gov- 
ernments to employ. The first thing is the average percent- 
age of resignations each year in a normal period was until 
recently 12 to 1 3% of the teacher force. If that was 
happening today there would be no teacher unemployment 
at all, and for the future, considerable prospects. But for 
some reasons that we don't know that has dropped to 9%. 
Let me put it into perspective for you. Had the percentage 
of. resignations remained the same as in the past there would 
be 15,000 less people working at the moment. They would 
have retired and there would be 15,000 more places so that 
the existing unemployed could have been taken up that 
way. But you've got to ask another question. What has 
been happening has been that there has been a change in 
the percentage each year of total new teachers employed 
coming from new graduates or re-entries. Now there are 
always in the community in times of full employment many 
people who are trained teachers but who are not working as 
teachers. Always, in fact every year only 80% of those we 
trained elect to go into teaching, the other 20% don't. What 
has been happening has been that the percentage of new 
graduates has tended to fall in their intake and the percent- 
age of re-entries to rise. This is a matter tor State- judg-' 
ments. There will always be a situation that latent in the 
community will be trained teachers who are there. The 
other thing that's around is that there are still jobs in the 
States for many teachers but geographically the teachers 
are not willing to respond to them. The available ones — 
that is, many of the people who are unemployed — want 
jobs close to their home, and that's understandable. 

We have many students here who are prepared to go 
anywhere but stili can't get jobs because the Government 
just isn't employing anyone. But I want to go on to 
another point and I want to ask you a question. Do you 
consider it a contradiction that high teacher unemploy- 
ment exists side by side with large class size problems? 

After all, there is an acute class size problem in many areas, 
particularly in NSW. 

CAR'RICK: Well, let's talk about class size. That's the 
pupil-teacher ratio. Six years ago, before we employed 
some 30,000 to 40,000 more teachers, the class sizes in 
Australia could have been said to be fractionally worse 
than in the best of tne wastern countries. T oday it can be 
said that by any measurement we are equal to and in some 
cases better than others. There is no evidence at all that 
there is any relationship between class size and quality of 
educational outcome. 

Surely it's a consideration? 

GARRICK: It's a consideration. What I've said to Vou 
is that each State has taken a massive increase of new teach- 
ers. If there is unemployment today it is basically due to 
the lack of resignations in the normal way and the re-entry 
of those who would not normally re-enter. Equally, there 
has been a misjudgment in recent years about the number 
of teachers to train. Now I've got a tremendous interest — 
and sympathetic interest - in the fact that if anybody has 
been trained as a teacher he or she should get the opportun- 
ity to be a teacher. So what i've been trying to do with the 
States is to get for the future a sensible intake so that we 
are not wittingly or unwittingly creating unemployment. 

So we have gradually taken the intake from its high peak 
of 25,000 a year to about 19,000 a year so that those who 
are training now will have a better prospect of not being 
engulfed. The Teacher Education Inquiry will be looking 
to see how many more teachers we'll want in special, re- 
medial, handicapped and so on. I can only say this to you: 
that in the States the amount of money that has gone into 
education in the last two or three years has caused the re- 
source levels to rise in Government schools to a point where 
they have achieved the Schools Commission targets for re- 
sources, including teachers, years ahead of the goals set. 
Now, there is a limit, you know, to the amount of money 
you could apply. 

Now can we move on quickly to another area. You 
announced on June 1st that you will abolish compulsory 
student associations in the ACT. Your Government also 
wants this to apply on all Australian campuses and the 
Prime Minister has written to all the Premiers asking them 
to do this. This will mean the end of SRCs and student 
unions as we know them at the moment. They will be 
harder to administer if they are voluntary. I'm sure you 
will agree. Don't you see this as a Commonwealth inter- 
ference in student and university autonomy?, 

CAR'RICK: No I don't, for this reason. First of all, I 
want to say to you that I am utterly convinced that the 
great bulk of students and the great bulk of their families 
believe in an essential principle that nobody should be 
forced to join an association against their will. Now that's 
the principle. 

"There is no evidence at all that there 
is any relationship between class size 
and quality of educational outcome." 



No-one should be forced to join ar, organisation against 
their will, that's written into the Declaratior of Human 
Rights in the United Nations Chaner. Now let's look at it, 
what have we done? It's no good accusing me of inter- 
vening on campuses. I've appealed to the institutions con- 
corned to set-their internal rules in order so as to do a 
number of things which I don't think you wouid find ob- 
jectionable in the least. That there should be the mainte- 
nance of the rule of lew on the campus so that there 
shouldn't be threats or intimidation, and they are happily 
doing that. That there should be democratic structures 
with regard to students and that a student in conscience 
holding a view that a particular organisation or its functions 
were anathema to him or her should not be forced to do it. 

The Mitchell College Students' Representative Counci! 
is rmt critical of conscientious objection to belonging to an 
organisation but wetielieve that provisions f.or conscientious 
objection are pretty adequate at Mitchell College. In fact, 
there has never been an appeal. But the provision does 
exist. It does exist at most, if not ail, Australian univers- 
ities . . . 

CARRICK: On the contrary, on the contrary. They 
vary enormously in what they are Going, and you must 
know that there at this moment, in a luimbe.' of institutions 
in Australia, students who have been informed tiVit because 
of their refusal in conscience to pay that part of rheir fee 
which is either to the SRC or the AUS they will be denied 
the right to sit for exams. How do you reconcile that with... 

I think they have the right to appeal to a Tribunal which 
Senator Rae sits on. 

CARRICK; Well, that'sthe ANU situation and we will 
be sorting that out. The fact of the matter is that I wasn't 
only talking of there, I was talking of other States. Of 
course, most of the institutions come under State law and 
it will be a matter for the States. Western Australia has 
provided voluntary association. I'm unaware that that has 
threatened .the existence of the SRC. True, It's too early. 
Victoria is providing voluntary organisalicn, that's too 
early. 

Could I just ask one or two •Tio''e qvic-itirsTO- !n a iener 
to the Mitchell College SRC on 8th sv-.-vemas , IS'/?, y. ... 
stated that "studeric unicnts shouio . .tc'riir! ?.«rcncirou< 
institutions. Yon may not be aware fit. t 
tions at teitiary iiutitutions normaiiy opaiate wiVt'n the 
framework of legislation relating to these institutions. It i.>i 
from such legislation that the universivies anc toiieges de- 
rive their autonomy, which includes autonoitr/ in matters 
relating to the conduct of student affairs. The Commor.- 
wealth Government has no intention of interrering with - 
this autonomy or seeking to control oi rem-svs 'tudar.t 
unions." Wouldn't you see your action in reiatior. lo 
making student unions only amenities and serviC'SS unions 
as interference in policy? 

CARRICK: Oh, on the contrary. Are you saying to mo 
that in the trade union area that if you had voluntary trade 
unions that trade unionism would go out of existence? Why 
should student unionism go out of existence if it is voiun- ■ 
tary? Are you saying to me that you can't run an SRC be- 
cause you can't make it sufficiently attractive to the volun- 
tary participation of the students? 

No, I'm sure that's not the case. A lot of students prob- 
ably wouldn't join because of the administrative hassles of 


collecting fees aixl also because of financial reasons, not 
because of matters of principle. 

CARRICK: All they have got to do is to indicate when 
they enrol whether, voluntarily, they want to join. So that 
there is no question of administrative hassles in any univers- 
ity or college. The fact of the matter is that if you people, 
all of you who are voters out in the community, and are 
going to be leaders of the community, can't in fact say that 
you can voluntarily get the spirit and the drive to run vol- 
untary student organisations, I think you are failing in a 
democratic situation and I would be sorry. In any caie, I 
myself in years gone by knew something about SRCs, I've 
participated in them and I believe that you can get that 
drive. 

Is there any possibility of you enforcing through the 
States Grants Act provisions that student unions in Labor 
States be voluntary? 

CARRICK: Well, that has not been our intention. The 
fact is that the institutions come under State law. 

Do you agree that most SRCs and student unions are 
iemocratic, that they have democratic constitutions, dem- 
Tcratic elections . . .? 

, CARRICK: I would need to look at every one otthem. 

I think that there is a great deal of imperfections. For 
example, some of the structures as they go to structuring 
the long-term agreement of students in partici (ration in a 
national students' body, whatever it may be, needs looking 
at. I think that you could look at almost all of them and 
make them more participative, but if you are asking me are 
they useful shows, the answer is yes. Do 1 support them? 
The answer is yes. Do I think they have a good role? Yes, 
they do. ’ 

"What we are doing is in response to 
the bulk of students and the bulk of 
the community. After all, the bulk 
of students don't want to be pushed 
around." 

How do you react to the 4 ^aims that this legislation is 
designed to cripple the activities of political SRCs and stu- 
dent unions, particularly AUS? After all, SRCs and AUS 
are particularly vocal about their opposition to your educa- 
tion policies and you probably could do without them. 

CARRICK: Oh, let me say this to you. If the volume 
of decibels of vocal criticism to the Federal Government's- 
education policies is the volume of the past three years. 

I'll live With it. It's the tinkling of a tiny bell. There have 
been almost no criticisms of our education policies. In 
fact, the campuses have adopted our policies virtually uni- 
versally as such. Thera has been never a period in which 
there has been more quietude on the campus about educa- 
tion, its policies, its funding, than the last three years. 

Now it would be nonsense to say that we are doing this 
in any punitive fashion. What we are doing is in resporrse 
to the bulk of students and the bulk of the community. 
After all, the bulk of students don't want to be pushed 
around. 

Mm, thank you. 

CARRICK: Thank you. 
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Students had noted that there was, on 
campus, a large house which was used 
solely for the haphazard storage of 
furniture. At the same time, we were 
engaged in negotiations concerning 
the use of the houses on the Acton 
peninsula (in this instance, over the 
need for suitable creche accommodat- 
ion). 

It wastiiQuglu that the misuse of a 
house should be resisted, and to 
that end moved at the last S.A. meet- 
ing: 

“that the A.N.U.S.A. believes that 
no house should be left deliberately 
vacant when there are disadvantaged 
tenants willing and able to occupy 
that house and resolves to take 
appropriate action to demonstrate 
this view to the university.” 

The appropriate action ensued. 

Sunday 29th July: 0-Day. the plan 
had been to gather after the films 
(the Russian King Lear, an excellent 
version, highly recommended, though 
very suspect in places) and go in and 
occupy. 

Unfortunately, some prospective 
occupants had been told to gather at 
5.00pm, and the film ended at 3.45 : 
so there was considerable confusion. 

We decided to occupy at 5.00. 

5. 00pm We gather the occupants, 

• opposite University House. The vac- 
ant premises are just behind us in 
Brian Lewis Crescent. Not as many 
gather as had promised. We are 
disappointed but not surprised. 

5.10pm We walk into house 
through front door; confronted 
with 400,000 square feet of carpet 
tiling in the conidor. It is, thank- 
fully, in boxes stacked along the 
walls. There are three bedrooms, 
holding carpet rolls, beds.mattresses 
and the like. In the living room are 
stacked desks, chairs and bookshelves. 

We clear a space (the furniture is 
randomly arranged, a little organisation 
gives us two usable bedrooms and some 
living room space. Settle down Tor 
night. House is a good place to sleep. 

Monday, 30th July: Wake up early; go 
in to see the Assistant Vice Chancellor 
(Colin Plowman), tell him that we 
have occupied. During the morning, he 
and the Dean of Students (Peter Stew- 
art) visit house. S.A. Treasurer acts as 
a spokesperson for the occupiers. Meet- 
ing arranged for 4.00pm. Meanwhile, 
food, cofTee and firewood are obtained. 
Life is made more comfortable. Sharp 
objects are taken out of dark corridors. 

4.00pm. Peter Stewart arrives. Sits 
down has cup of coffee and biscuit 
around fire. A.V.C. arrives with « 
Stephen (Pres.) and Chris (Treas.). All 
sit around fire; (Steven, Michael, 


Stephen, Colin, Chris, Fiona, Peter, 
Nicholas, etc: hope I haven’t forgott- 
en anyone). Drink tea, coffee, munch 
biscuits and discuss “situation”. How 
to normalise it (i.e. stop illegal occup- 
ation). A.V.C. and Dean unsure of 
why we are occupying. Not surprising: 
so are some of us. But good reasons 
are advanced; 

a) the house shouldn’t be used as a 
store 

b) the creche should have somewhere 
to go, 

c) the university needs to carefully 
look at the way it allocates space 

d) Student houses should be con- 
veniently located. Students cannot as 
easily afford regular transport, as can 
academics and visiting fellows. 


The university understands and 
sympathises with us. The university 
assumes it will be useless asking us to 
leave and so doesn’t. 

Some of us had in fact considered 
leaving if asked, (the political point hav- 
ing been made by occupying), so this 
comes as rather a surprise. But we don’t 
argue. 

The Dean of Students stays 
around for another cup of coffee. 
Pleasant chatting (the whole scene is 
slightly unreal). We resolve to invite 
the University Women’s Group to come 
down for a cup of tea sometime (alas, 
we have had no response to the invitat- 
ion). 

Tuesday, 31st July. The house is 
honoured with another visit, at 5.00pm, 
by the Assistant V.C. and the Deputy 











e) there should be a graduate/under- 
graduate/staff mix in the area: good 
for the “community of scholars”. 

0 supply and conditions of stud- 
ent accommodation in houses is still 
not as it should be. 

g) rents should be assessed accord- 
ing to the student’s ability to pay. 

We consider the fact that the 
university doesn’t start negotiating 
until put under duress. And the 
amazingly expeditious settlement of 
the creche problems if revealed to us. 
We think hard, knitting brows and 
guzzling coffee. 

Dean of Students takes role of 
amicus curiae (i.e. he doesn’t take 
sides). A.V.C. is standing up for rights 
of university. University won’t negot- 
iate under duress. 


V.C. (Ian Ross). 

We learn that the university ad- 
ministration hadn’t known about the 
use to which the house was being put. 
Very strange. More pleasant talks all 
round; for some odd reason (possibly 
the realisation that our arguments are 
correct, possibly embarrassment) the 
university agrees to our requests. It 
seems that the Lennox residents have 
agreed to the creche plans; this saves 
us much embarrassment that we have 
two parts to our demands, either that 
the creche be given suitable accomm- 
odation (we had proposed that uni- 
versity women’s club move to this 
house, and cte'che go in to 20 Balmain) 
or that the house be made into student 
accommodation. We agree that the 
house sliould be. given to a student 
group on Student Accommodation’s 


waiting list. 

Tuesday 7th August, next important 
event: the furniture is begun to be re- 
moved. It takes three days to remove 
it all. At first, the housing operation 
had planned to remove tlie furniture 
there, then (when given the appropriate 
authority) re-furnish the house. At 
least we manage to persuade the uni- 
versity of the silliness of this; never- 
theless, it is a struggle to keep some 
of the furnishings. We discover that 
the university is said to have had 
various grades of furnishings for its 
houses, depending on the academic 
rank of the occupants (undergraduates 
at the bottom of the heap, then post- 
graduate students, then tutors, lectur- 
ers, etc.). 

This is no longer the case apparent- 
ly; policy is to treat all occupants as 
tenants equally. We trust that our in- 
foramtion is correct. 

Moving finishes at end of week. 

We are told that the occupants (who 
all put their names on the list in the 
Student Accommodation Office a 
long time earlier) are entitled to have 
the house. Is this a ploy to embarrass 
us? Hope not: but we have no in- 
tention of being embarrassed neverthe- 
less. 

All that remains is to sign the te 
tenancy. No confrontation has been 
provoked. The university proposes 
charging a massive rent (market rent); 
at least we have had a demand that 
the debate on cost-recovery vs. market 
rents be re-opened in the Co-ordinating 
Committee for Student Accommodation. 

But the story will continue: 

Look for further bulletins from O.H.l. 

Postscript: 

Actual demands made: 

1 . that some of the Acton houses 
which are used for residential accomm- 
odation be made available to groups of 
undergraduate students, 

2. that the debate on housing 
tent structures be re-opened in the 
Co-Ordinating Committee for Univ- 
ersity Student Accommodation, 

3. that the university’s allocat- 
ion of space be reviewed, to allow 
for mote effective use of the site. 

• 4. that adequate creche accom- 

modation be found on campus. 

Correction of misconception: 

It has been rumoured that some of 
the occupants already were living in 
group houses. This is not true. At 
least one of the occupants was liter- 
ally of no fixed abode. Others were in 
accommodation they found for some 
reason or other unsatisfactory. None 
were in a group house. 
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Since the last P.R. we have 
seen a Bush Week distinguished by the 
low level of participation and high in- 
cidence of ripoff by apathetic students. 

Have decided that the majority 
of students wouldn’t really care if 
there was no entertainment, political 
representation, social activity, sporting 
facilities, welfare services and the like 
at A.N.U. Sorry — retract that senti- 
ment. Not that they wouldn't care, 
they would squeak loudly enough if 
everyth! disappeared, but they 
aren't willing to lift a finger to pre- 
serve them. You, reader of Woroni, 
are exempted. 

The so-called "new right", "right- 
wing backlash" or "apathetic revival" 

Is nothing new at all. It is the old 
forces of conservative capital and mon- 
opoly interest reasserting themselves. 

Allegations that large business in- 
terests are funding the attacks on stud- 
ent unions in this country are almost 
certainly true; whether directly or in- 
directly, attacks on unionism are mot- 
ivated by the interests of capital, and 
are to the interest of capital. Whether 
or not some large figure in the busin- 
ess world donates a substantial sum of 
money to a Liberal student (though I 
would not ever suggest that this has 
ever happened), the fact is that the 
Liberal student who attacks a legitimate 
student union is acting in the interests 
of that small hereditary group which 
controls this country's industry and 
wealth. 

This sort of assertion seems a lit- 
tle out of place to most readers: the 
rhetoric of left-wing analysis is unfam- 
iliar to most and strikingly similar 
wherever it is. encountered. The fact 
is, that it is correct analysis: if we are 
to ignore it merely because we believe 
the way it is expressed to be cliched, 
we will be making a grave error. 

It has come to my attention 
that the Philosophy Department has 
adopted the admirable practice of 
makirtg its records available to the 
sutdnets to whom those records refer. 

It is important that the administ- 
rative details of keeping records of 
marks and comments be open to saut- 
iny. In some few instances, injustices 
caused by clerical, transcription or 
such like errors can be remedied.- 
More importantly, though, justice is 
seen to be done; suspicions of mal- 
practice are not sustainable, students 
are more confident in their assess- 
ors and assessment records. There is 
less of a staff-student adversary 
relationship. 

After all that, the only thing 
left to remind you all about is the 
S.A. meeting, on Wednesday 22nd 
August. The last meeting was very 
successful. Voted for Chris Hobson 
(overwhelmingly) to remain S.A. 
president, over two right-wing opp- 
onents. Decided not to pay the 
Arts Centre more than the $5,000 
allocated . Voted unanimously (a 
VERY rare occurrence) to support . 
the Human Sciences programme. 

Students are urged to attend 
the next meeting to decide whether 
we should congratulate Malcolm 
Fraser for his diplomacy at Lusaka 
(moved Windle) and to support the 
new S.A. representative on the Union 
Board. It is important that you be 
there. 


the '<oomO mo W 
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Stephen Bartos. 
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Vast confusion about atheism is det- 
rimental to the progress of rationalism. 
A clear understanding of its original 
meaning will help to dispel the uni- 
versal muddles and to accept its sim- 
. pie truth. Let's clear up its precise 
etymology first. "Atheism" consists 
of 'a-' which means 'not-'; 'theos' 
without the article may mean eith- 
er ‘a god' or 'a goddess'. So atheism 
strictly means a denial both of the ■ 
existence of gods and goddesses 
which are, anyway semantically in- 
separable twin terms. This was ex- 
actly what the ancient Greek atheists 
meant. "No gods/goddesses exist at 
all" — was the actual slogan of Dia- 
gpras the Atheist who was at Athens 
accused of atheism, but -escaped alive. 
(See: F. Jakoby, Diagoras ho Atheos. 
Berlin 19B9). This was also the uni- 
versally accepted meaning of atheism 
both in the Greek and the Roman 
times as Cicero shows in his The Nat- 
ure of Gods (Penguine Books, 1972; 
see Index). So to the ancient world 
atheism meant exactly the simple 
denial of the existence of all gods 
and goddesses. Can we still retain 
this classical meaning I'm perfect- 
ly certain we can and we — must. By 
atheism the ancients thus mean a den- 
ial of such gods and goddesses as 
Zeus, Jupiter, Athena, Venus, etc. Can 
we nowadays apply it to the ancient 
god of the bibie and of the koran’ 
Yes, we can. Who was then the god 
of the bibie and the koran? Let's 
check a modern edition of the bibie. 
The Jerusalem Bible Version in 'The 
Bible in Order", cut up, arranged 
chronologically and edited by J. 
Rhymer {Doubleday & Co. USA1975) 
In an upKiated translation, it says; 
"Listen, Israel; Yahweh is our god, 
Yahweh alone" (Deuter, 6:4; but 
corrected by Dr theol. Hans Kung), 
and this was fully confirmed in the 
New Testament: "Jesus replied; This 
is the first commandment; Listeri, 
Isreal: The Lord (i.e. Yahweh) our 
god is the one Lord (Yahweh)". The 


MArBE,mA7BE HOT 


difference in the two translations is 
due to a misunderstanding of the 
Hebrew word 'ehad' (one, or; alone) 
by the Greek N.T. writer and to a 
superstitious dread of the proper 
name 'Yahweh'. However, this super-- 
stitious avoidance of saying 'Yahweh' 
explains its absence among the Christ- 
ians even today. Rationalists must 
not ape this Stone Age tradition. They 
must take an example from odern theo- 
logians: "When Jesus speaks of God, 

confusion 

about 

atheism 

he means the ancient God of the pat^ 
riarchs Abraham, Isaak and Jakob; 
Yahweh, the God of the people of 
Isreal. Faith ih one God (i.e. Yahwey) 
is common to Jews, Christians and 
also Muslims." (H. Kung, On Being a 
Christian, p.296. Doubleday, 1976). 
Now this quote should permanently 
familiarize all' readers with the iden- 
tity and the proper name of the 
biblical and koranic god. Was the 
god- Yahweh really worshipped 
also by Mohammed? Yes. It is 
perfectly clear from what he said 
himself to the Christians; "Say: we 
believe what was sent down to us 
and what was sent down to you; 
and our god and your god is one — 
iiahuna wa iluhukum wahidun (sura 
’ 29:49). "This and many other simil- 
ar instances in the koran show clearly 
that by al'lah, 'the god', (which in 
Mecca had meant the local god, that 
is, the god Hubal, the tribal god of 
the Meccans), Muhammad was referr- 
ing to his preferred god of Jerusalem, 
the god of the Jews and of the 
Christians, the god Yahweh. But the 


proper name itself was not revealed 
to Muhammed because of the strict 
taboo. Now we all know the proper 
name 'Yahweh' even from English 
translations, but the translations of 
the koran still perpetuate the mudd- 
le, not even translating al’lah, (short 
for 'al ilah') 'the god', in English! 

Recent excavations in Syria 
at Ugarit and Ebla, have revealed a 
further pedigree of the god Yahweh; 
the occurrence in a Ugaritic text of 
Yw-il as El's sone has stirred up some 
understandable controversy. But the 
text is clear and the reading makes 
sense. The form Yaw or Yo occurs 
early for 'Yahweh' (it is imbedded in 
the names of Moses’ mother, Yo- 
khebed. . . .). This suggests that 
Yahweh (Yw) was originally the god 
El's son in pre-Israelite Canaan." 

(Prof. C.H. Gordon, Ugarit and 
Minoan Crete, pp. 20, 24, 61. New 
York, 1966, Readers Digest, July 
1978). 

Now it should be perfectly 
clear to all that Diagoras' definition 
of atheism fully applies to the West 
Semitic god Hayweh, a son of the 
Canaanite chief god El, too. Both 
are an ancient Oriental fiction like 
all the world's gods and goddesses. 

Is there anything else now to clear 
away after Yahweh? Yes, there is. 
When -all the fictitious proper 
names are dismissed as fancy, there 
remain the general nouns: 'gods/ 

goddesses'. What about them? Well, 
they are mere abstract labels on 
those other empty concrete labels — 
the propter names. Both are equally 
empty. There also exists no general 
god or general godd^ in addition to 
all those empty proper names (indiv- 
idual gods/goddesses). Here it is very 
important to remember al-Gazzali's, 
the Arab philosopher's, semantic tri- 
. angle: (1) The truee, the real thing 
under which one sits; (2) 'trees-in- 


general', the abstract idea in our 
minds only, and (3) the conaete 
world 'tree' in speech or writing. 
Applied to 'god/goddess', the sem- 
antic triangle reveals that the first 
point is void and inapplicable; but 
sly metaphysicians, nevertheless, 
try to fill it with a fallacy. Yes, it 
is a frequent trick among Christian 
philosophers — called hypostatizat- 
ion or reification (see: Fallacy, p.43 
by Fearnside and Holther. Prentice- 
Hall, 1959); they take 'god', then 
add a capital initial and pretend 
that herewith a corresponding being, 
one additional god, called 'God', has 
been created outside their heads! This 
modern spelling trick must be count- 
eracted by informed rationalists 
with a full exposure of this spelling 
trick, after Yahweh has now been de- 
bunked as a West Semitic myth of 
the bibie and the koran. - 

The conclusion: There is only 
one prec/se- atheism, the informed, 
classical, atheism of Diagoras the Ath- 
eist: No gods/goddesses exist at all 
(including Yahweh!). All other fals- 
ifications of atheism are Christian- 
produced diversianist dupery. The 
traditional lexical entry; "Atheism. 
Disbelief or denial of the existence 
of God" — is the usual sample of 
such a dupery in which 'God must 
be replaced by 'gods/goddesses' 
(myths) and 'god/goddesses'-in-general 
(a fallacy). Such is then the urgent 
program of clarifying our atheism 
in public. The rationalist's under- 
lying irn/versa/ ax/om is this. Every- 
thing exists that (spatio-temporally) 
measures GREATER than ZERO, 
and nothing exits that equals ZERO! 
Since my axiom will precisely separ- 
ate fact from fiction and non-sense, 
put it to work immediately in deal- 
ing with the sly religionists! 

Greg Srnelters 

Mag. Phiidr ' 
(Classics) 

A.N.U. Atheist Society, ecrlinf. 



In reply, on this the eve of our much maligned 
rally, to Mr Bob Quiggin's letter in the last Woroni. 

I guess it all depends on how one perceives elected 
governrfients and 'democratic rights'. If one, like 
Mr Quiggin, equates one's own act of voting with 
exercising influence on the government of the day- 
such naivety must be bliss. The point I made in 
my article was that a lot of people don't feel this, 
and a lot of people in the past haven't felt this. 
These people can gain from giving public vent to 
their grievances. If Mr Quiggin or anyone else 
doesn't feel this way they can stay at home thank 
you very much. Everyone chooses the political 
expression best suited to their beliefs — and NO 
it is not good enough that enough Australians 
chose Maladministration as their 'democratic right' 
— whatever that is. In a two self-interest party 
system such as ours, where one exercises a choice 
at the polls only to see which ever party wins 
scrifice and distort its original mandate, to maintain 
the Australians have a 'democratic right' to deter- 
mine how they will be governed is spurious indeed. 
Unless of course you're as naive as Mr Quiggin and 
place such faith in legality that you don't even 
question the social and financial inequalities upon 
vvhich our 'democratic' system is based. 

(By the way — if the Yanks were already 
pulling out of Vietnam by the time Australians 


were protesting in large numbers, one can hardly 
deny that public outrage in that country signif- 
icantly influenced this.) 

More importantly, is Mr Quiggin deaf or. merely 
stupid? The Budget Day protest is NQT NOT 
NOT designed to 'change' the Budget — on that 
day or at any other time. Hasn't Mr Quiggin 
realised that Budgets these days are a mere form- 
alit'/, a ratification of on-going and long term . 

economic and political strategy. Or does he trust 
in their 'legality' as well? The protest is against 
Maladministration and only that. The idea of 
having a rally on Budget Day is that it is a day 
on which large numbers of people turn their 
otherwise disinterested thoughts to the attitudes 
of their government. Thus, as it is a day on which 
certain public attention is focused, it is a good day 
to make a public protest. Ah, but then, Mr 
Quiggin wouldn't agree with that anyway would 
he? So, stay away from rallies if they offend you, 
write your bloody letters and sign your ridiculous 
petitions and feel that all this pen-pushing is 'doing' 
something influential. But Mr Quiggin, don't accuse 
me or anyone else of fantasy, when you haven't 
even started to see the relationships social forces 
bear to each other and where you or any of us fit 
into them. 

Chris Keats 

Education Welfare Officer. 
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Reading and feeling this shocking account 
of the poisoning of a city while looking out 
over our very own Sullies saddens me. I'm 
not saying that our creek is mercury poisoned 
(not that anyone would know any different) 
but it makes for an example of Aussie apathy . 
towards the whole question of environmental 
pollution. Here, right in the midst of Austral- 
ia's most prominent learning centres there 
exists this stinking, oil smeared drain growing 
with shit every day. 

Perhaps local authorities are waiting for 
someone to 'take ill' after eating fish, or 
duck taken from its waters before something 
is done with it. I would be very interested 
to meet someone who could analyse Sullies 
above the stepping stones opposite Toad Hall 


Words and photos by W. Eugene and Aileen 
M. Smith from the Alskog Sensorium Book 
titled MINAMATA — The Story of a city, 
and of the people who choose to carry the 
burden of courage. 


STALKING THE WILD PENDULUM 

“ Itzhak Bentov 

. . when the pendulum reaches its 
point of rest, it has to become non 
material for a very short period of 
time and expand into space at almost 
infinite velocity”. Starting from this 
none too obvious premise Bentov ex- 
pands our consciousness through hol- 
ograms, resonant meditation states, 
astral travel, clairvoyance, black and 
white holes etc. until he comes to 
the Great Creator Himself (sic). As ' 
he states in'" his introduction “1 am 
attempting in this book to build a 
model of the universe that will sat- 
isfy the need for a comprehensive 
picture of ‘what our existence is all 
about’ ”. This he “achieves” in two 
hundred pages of scientific objectivity 
and vast astral leaps of intuition. 

Whether he succeeds is very much a 
matter of personal opinion. Personally 
1 found it very hard to make some 
of the jumps and would probably be 
labelled by the author as someone of 
limited vision — strictured by my 
long formal education (he was thrown 
out of kindergarten for subversive act- _ 
ivities). 

Basically Bentov’s thesis is this: 

All forms of matter are complex oscill- 
ations which we may compare witli a 
pendulum. We can identify high states 
of consciousness by the coherence of 
these oscillations. At the point of . 
rest of the oscillation there is an ex- 
pansion into space at infinite vclocit-- 
ics — hence explaining astral-travel, 
omniscience, etc. By meditating we 
can slow our time sense down to al-. 
most zero and thereby maintain these 


“cosmic” expansions for long subject- 
ive periods .... Hey m^ this is far 
out, you know it clicks together, I 
think I’ll start meditation and- cosmic 
travel tonight right after the Sullivans 
finish on T.V. 

For those of you who do there’s 
a sobering appendix in which the over- 
use of TAI. is looked at — Case 2: 

’’Scientist: M, 53 years old — He 
started T.M. meditation and witliin 
' five years began to have gross, thrash- 
ing body movements during meditation 
and at night in bed” . . .“ the tingling 
rose to his lower back, and he ‘saw’ a 
, reddish light there. The light became 
like a rod wliich he felt and saw being 
pushed up his spine”. I think I’ll 
stick to acid, it costs less. 

Well should you buy this book? 

I guess it depends where your head- 
space is at man, but, like with $4.25 
you could score two jugs of beer at 
the bar! 

LEAF STORM AND OTHER STORIES 

by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Picador, $4.25 

Leaf Storm is interesting to say the 
least. Marquez, in this short story, 
has cleverly woven the strange char- 
acter of the doctor and the incidents 
leading up to his death, in with the 
thoughts of three members of a fam- 
ily vvho had taken the doctor in 
when he first came to the town of 
Macondo. These three characters are 
the Colonel, Isabel (his daughter) and 
her son. 

The story starts with the boy 
introducing the scene which is set in 


the doctor's room where he has been 
laid out, ready for burial. Through- 
out the story, Marquez gives us the 
boy's interpretation of the goings 
on in the room and the actions/ 
reactions of his mother and grand- 
father. The doctor means nothing 
to the boy — the doctor is simply a 
dead person, the first dead person 
the boy has seen. The boy's prim- 
ary function in the story is to 
'note' the facial expressions and 
movements of his two elders so 
that their thoughts are put into 
context. 

Both Isabel and her father , 
think back to when the doctor first 
came to their house over twenty 
years ago. They both have different 
feelings about the major, incidents 
which occurred over that time and 
they each know details that the 
other doesn't know. 

Marquez's talent really shines 
through in this aspect. Isabel and 
her father complement each other in 
that they each know different parts 
of the history surrounding the doctr 
or. It is a very skilful way of giving 
the reader a complete picture of what 
has happened. 

Apart from these three charact- 
ers portraying the doctor, their 
thoughts also portray a large part of 
themselves and the town they live 
in. Because there is so much stacked 
in so few pages, the story is complic- 
ated and involved but reading it 
isn't difficult. The story is really 
worthwhile reading, if only to exper- 
ience an alternative style of writing. 

Another story in this collection 
The Handsomest Drowned Man in 
the World. This is quite a quaint 
little story. Sonrie children find a 
body washed up on the beach and 
played with it until some adults 
discovered what they were doing. The 
body was taken back to the village 


to be prepared for burial. The man 
was so big they could only lay him 
out on the floor. When all the garb- 
age was scraped off his skin it was 
discovered he was also very handsome. 
The women in the village were greatly 
affected by this dead man and fantas- 
ised heavily while making new clothes 
for him to be buried in. When the 
men discovered this dead man’s great 
'charm', they buried him at sea 
without any weights so that he could 
be washed up on their beach if he 
'so wished'. 

A Very Old Man with Enormous 
Wings is another story in this collect- 
ion which is about a 'human' with 
wings who 'crashlanded' in someone's 
back yard. This being who could aptly 
be described as a ragged angel was 
locked in a chicken coop. People 
paid five cents to come and see him 
until a spiderwoman stole the show, 
but not to worry, the couple who 
got the money, earned enought to 
build a two-storey house. 

This collection of short stories 
is really worth reading, if not buying. 
Marquez has a unique taletlt which 
he uses to the full. 

Beth. 
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"On the day of the patients' victory at court, 
someone wrote a headline: "The Day that 
Tomoko Smiled". She couldn't possibly 
have known Tomoko Vemura, born in 1956, 
was attacked by mercury in the womb of 
her outwardly healthy mother. No-one knows 
if she is aware of her surroundings or not. ■ 
Tomoko is always cared for never neglected. 
Her family knows that those who live must 
live on." 


just to see what those ducks are living on 
beside 'courage'. 

I'm wondering also who initiated the 
instructions to the two unfortunates who 
were condemned to the shallows late last 
month to 'clean' things up (Picture). The 
last few showers mustn't have' been strong 
enough to float the cans into the depths 
of Lake Burley (how appropriate). 

The pollution in Sullies obviously is in- 
significant on a national or global scale but 
still it paints the picture. Let us, supposedly 
learned people spread the word rather than 
the rubbish and prevent any chance of 
another Minamata. 
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WlMTER. 

An appeal to your conscience? Perhaps not 
.... It's just that I happen to look around and 
found us at the Second Term. Soon there'll be 
only nine lecture weeks to go before the end. 

Has '79 been a good year? Probably a redund- 
ant question since we've all learnt and experienced 
more now than a few months ago. .< 

YAWN So what we've got is a lot 

more people who know a lot more now than 
before. The next step then is to utilize our 
resources .... 

Jane (that's me) and others are currently 
working on assimilating a bit of material that's 
not being covered too well locally (no insults 
intended . . . .pleese!) and putting it all together. 
Did you know, for instance, that a new public- 
ation 'Media Watch' is being produced in Melb- 
ourne? the aim behind it is to raise and discuss 
issues in news reporting; things like sexism, 
unemployment, racism etc. Or are you aware 
that there's a homosexual conference in Melb- 
ourne from August 30 to September 1 ? What 
is the Environment Centre DOING and where's 
the next anarchist meeting? 

The task we. set ourselves in not easy. 

That's because we need YOUR help, and, 
even more, what we want is 
EXPERIMENTATION as well, (yes DADA's 
O.K.) within a framework of 'avant garde' 
expressionism. 

WHAT? 

Will it work? . . . Who know. It.s just a 
hope that some of the energies here in Can- 
berra can be used. '79's not finished with yet. 
Let's help it along. Contributions can be left 
for Winter of '79 in the Student Association 
Office. 

DAED SI DOG. 


ABQRKHML EBHTS. 
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A group of Aborigines has been camped on Capital Hill for about two weeks. The group is 
representative of the Organisation for Aboriginal Unity. 

What they are working for is set out below: 

A Federal Aboriginal Bill of Rights that is included in the Federal Constitution that 
guarantees to Aboriginal people the following — 

1. All traditional lands where they can be shown to be such be presented as tribal 
Aboriginal lands and the property rights in freehold of such lands be handed 
over immediately to the traditional owners. 

2. All traditional sacred sites be acknowledged as such and they also be handed to 
the traditional keepers of the sacred sites. 

3. All grounds where massacres occurred of Aboriginal people at the time of colon- 
isation be presented as Aboriginal Memorials. 

4. All mission stations and reserves now inhabited by Aboriginal people or at one 
stage presented as such under state law be handed over to the inhabitants of these 
reserves and mission stations. 

5. Cash compensation be paid to Aboriginal people who have been alienated from 
their traditional lands by the invading occupiers. 

6. Compensation be paid to Aboriginal people for the interference with their right 
to life as Aboriginal people, their culture, their religion, their language and of 
the inability to pass on their laws. 

7. We demand that a fixed percentage of the national gross product be handed over 
to an elected Aboriginal forum elected by Aboriginal people to administer and 
control the welfare and lifestyle of Aboriginal people in the future. 

Finally, it is most important that this percentage of the national gross produce be a fixed 
percentage that is not touched by either major political parties but at all times must be 
kept in accordance with any adjustment that inflation would cause. 

Presented by the New South Wales Organisation for Aboriginal Unity' 

(Sgd.) Lyall Munro Jnr. Cecil Patten 

Paul Coe. ■ ' 

The group has gained quite a lot of support from the public of Canberra, with people giving them 
tents, money and food. When they first set up camp they had only two tents and a plate, so 
people have been very generous. 

The group is willing to give lectures on the Hill and they would appreciate a small donation. If 
you are interested you are more than welcome to go to Capitol Hill to visit them. Give these 
'people your support. 
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C.H.A.P.S. AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1979 


C.H.A.P.S. is on again this August- 
Scptember holiday period. The Child- 
ren's Holiday Activities Programme by 
Students will be running at two divver- 
ent locations — Kingsley Street Hall, 
(next to Toad Hall, off Barry Drive) 
as usual, and we are opening a new 
programme at the Parents Without 
Partners Centre, off Antill Street, 
Dickson (next to the Putt-Putt course). 
We are running this new programme 
with the children of the P.W.P. mem- 
bers in mind, but if it is more conven- 
ient for our regulars to attend the Dick- 
son programme, that's fine by us. 

There will be as much interaction be- 
tween the two locations as possible. 

The scheme will begin on Mon- 
day, August 27, and finish Friday, 
September 7. Hours are from 8.30- 
5.30 each week day. Half-days are 
available. There are varying rates 
with the maximum daily rate for 
individuals being $4.00 ($1 7.50/week), 
and maximum daily rate for families 
$7.00 ($30.00/week). There will be 
reductions for those in need, for ex- 
ample single parents. Reductions will 


be determined on a simple means 
test. Confidentiality will be maintained 
at all times. There will be a fees- 
reduction form available with each 
application form. 

We have a large scheme, with 
children given plenty of space and 
freedom to choose their activities 
from a large range of sports, crafts, 
and numerous outings. Our programme 
is aimed mainly at primary-school 
children, but we welcome children out- 
side this range. We strongly feel that 
children should enjoy their holidays, 
subsequently they should not have 
school-type environment inflicted on 
them, and our scheme aims to be as 
unlike school as possible, within the 
bounds of safety. This is our top 
priority. We like parents to feel com- 
fortable about our scheme, and of 
course we like to enjoy ourselves. We 
intend employing supervison at a 
ratio of 1:10. 

Our office is at Room 13, 

"E" Block, Childers Street Buildings, 
Childers Street, Acton . 

For further information, ring 49 9208. 
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